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All policies and issues not expressly addressed in this Travel Tryout Procedures may be addressed and resolved at the discretion of EBSC’s VP of Travel and Board of Trustees.  

This policy is effective May 1, 2011
Travel Tryout Procedures

The purpose of the East Brunswick Soccer Club travel team tryout process is to form teams with players who have similar soccer ability and commitment level.  These procedures define the process of how travel teams will be formed.

Please note that the following procedures are for teams at U-13 and below.  For teams at the U-14 age level and higher, tryouts are not required in order to add new players to their roster.  Tryouts for Elite teams are addressed in the Elite Team guidelines and are available at ebsoccer.com.  

The following procedures will be applied to tryouts for the Premier and National teams:
· Team tryout eligibility is based on gender and NJYSA age group definitions (Appendix A).  
· Tryouts will be coordinated by an outside training organization, the age group’s current Premier team head coach or the VP of Travel.   
· Specific tryout activities will be issued by the VP of Travel and are to be followed by all age groups at their tryouts.
· Advance online registration for tryouts must be done at ebsoccer.com.  If a player does not register online for the tryout, in-person registration may occur at the time of the tryout.  Registration for tryouts is free of charge.
· All tryouts take place at Heavenly Farms or Dideriksen Park. Directions can be found on EBSC website.  
· All tryouts will be held for two days.  Players are required to attend both tryout days.  Should a child become ill, suffer an injury or have a family emergency, please contact the VP of Travel.  If a player is sick or injured, a doctor’s note will be required to excuse them from tryouts. 
· The duration of the tryouts is approximately 2 hours each day.  Parents must stay at tryouts-parents may not drop a child off and leave the tryout area. 
· There should be no cheering or individual coaching during a tryout. 
· All players must wear shin guards and cleats and bring a ball and water.    
· Current travel or recreation tournament team players MAY NOT wear any part of their uniforms, including shirts, socks, or practice uniforms nor bring their travel bag.  Existing travel or recreational tournament players who show up in any part of their uniform will be asked to leave to change clothes.
· The tryout format will consist of technical drills, small-sided and full-sided games. 
Player Selection Process

Players will be rated and selected based on a combination of:
1. Pre-Tryout Ratings submitted by head coach:  25% of overall rating

2. Try-Out Ratings conducted by independent raters: 75% of the overall rating
The following system will be used to assess players:
· Raters will be present at both days of tryouts.  

· Raters will be comprised of either a paid outside independent organization, trainers involved with the Club, coaches with adequate experience, lifetime members or former coaches, none of whom will have a connection with the age group.
· Neither the current Premier or National team head coaches or assistant coaches, are permitted to rate the players during the tryouts.  
· Rating forms will be distributed by the VP of Travel and will be collected by the VP of Travel at the end of each day of the tryout.  Ratings will then be compiled by the VP of Travel and kept in a secure location.
· Pretryout ratings will be collected for all current EBSC travel players.

· Head coaches of current Premier and National teams will be asked, prior to tryouts, to rate all players based on a season’s worth of performance.
· These ratings will take into consideration skills, performance, attitude, attendance at training, sportsmanship and other factors.
· Pre-tryout ratings will not be used for incoming U9 players or players who did not participate in the East Brunswick travel program in the previous year.  
· Players not subject to pre-tryout ratings and will be rated 100% based on try-out ratings. 
· Goalkeeper candidates will be assessed at tryouts.
· Goalkeeper tryouts will be held during field tryouts. 
· Players interested in playing keeper will be asked to participate in keeper-related drills. 
· Should a player try out for keeper and make the team, the coach has the right to play him/her at that position at least 50% of the time.  
· Separate ratings for goalkeepers shall be made by the evaluators and will not be factored into the player’s field tryout rating.  

The Premier Team will consist of the following:
· Small-sided teams: Between 12 and 14 players from the top 20-ranked players.

· Full-sided teams: Between 14 and 18 players from the top 25-ranked players. 

The player selection process will adhere to the following procedure:

· Players will be notified of the results by the second week of June, starting with the Premier team in each age group followed by the National team.  
· Head coaches must contact all players who tried out and notify them via phone call whether they made a travel team or not.  The Premier team coach is responsible for contacting those players who tried out and did not make either team.

· The head coach of the Premier team, and subsequently the head coach of the National team, will receive the player ratings. 
· Once a coach receives the ratings, they have 2 days to make their selections. They will then submit their proposed roster to the VP of Travel for approval. Once the VP of Travel confirms the coach’s selections, the respective coach will be instructed to contact the selected players. 
· The Premier team will make its selections first. The National team will be selected from the remaining players. If there are enough skilled players a second National or "C" team may be formed, but this is at the discretion of the VP of Travel and EBSC’s Board of Trustees. 
· Premier teams must select the top 12 players for small-sided teams and top 14 for full-sided teams. Any players who the coach wishes to skip must be justified and approved by the VP of Travel.

· Once the Premier team coach gives the names of the remaining players to the National team coach, the National team coach has 2 days to make their selection, submit their selections to the VP of Travel for approval and notify players.  
· If the Premier team coach wants to choose a keeper who is not ranked among the top 20 for small-sided play and the top 25 for full-sided play, approval must be obtained from the VP of Travel.
· Once parents have been notified, players have 48 hours to accept or decline a position.  If after 48 hours the position has not been accepted or declined, the coach may select another player.
· A player qualifying and selected to play on the Premier team will not be allowed to revert to the National team. Any player who wishes to appeal this decision must file an appeal via e-mail with the VP of Travel.
· No specific information regarding player ratings should ever be shared with parents or other members of the community, due to the sensitive nature of such information.

· No player may be cut from a team during the seasonal year.
Out of Town Players

Out of town players (OTP) are permitted to try out for full-sided Premier teams only, based on the following criteria:

· A resident of East Brunswick is defined as anyone living in East Brunswick, as well as residents of Milltown and South River, since they do not have full-service youth soccer programs. 
· In order for an OTP player to be included in a Premier Team, the player has to be an “Impact Player.” Impact Players are defined as those players who ranked in the top 7 for full-sided teams in overall try-out ratings (including coach’s pre-tryout rating, where applicable).  
· All existing teams U9 and older as of the Spring 2009 season will be grandfathered to their existing team composition of OTP players. However, if a grandfathered team loses an OTP player in the future, another OTP player cannot replace that player if it exceeds the established quota.
· OTP National players’ rostered as of March 1, 2009 in the U-9 and higher age groups will be grandfathered as is. For example, if an OTP player is a premier team player before 3/1/09, they are grandfathered as such past that date. However, if the OTP player is not selected to the premier team after 3/1/09, they are not able to join a national team.
· If a player was an East Brunswick resident on August 1 of the first season they registered on a Travel Team, and is no longer a resident due to the family moving to another town, he/she will be grandfathered as an East Brunswick resident. 
· “Resident” status will NOT be applied to players who attend school in East Brunswick but do not reside in East Brunswick or to any players who have been involved with the Club but do not reside in East Brunswick.  In each of these cases, the players will be considered to be out of town players.
· No OTP may be taken on small-sided teams.

· No OTP may be taken by any National team, unless that team cannot field enough East Brunswick resident players.  This may be done only with the approval of the VP of Travel.  Once an OTP player has been accepted on to a National team, they will be considered residents for their tenure on that team.  
· No OTPs can be brought onto a team midseason or between the Fall and Spring seasons without the specific approval of the VP of Travel.

	Age Group
	Premier Team
	National Team

	U9 – U10 (Roster up to 14 players)
	None
	None

	U11 – U12 (Roster up to 18 players)
	3 
	None

	U13 – U14 (Roster up to 18 players)
	4
	None

	U15 and older (Roster up to 18 players)
	6*
	None


 * Requires approval from VP of Travel
Playing Up

Players are permitted to try out for the age group above their designated age group under the following circumstances:

· There will be no trying out up for the U9 age group.

·  For small-sided teams, players trying up have to rate in the top 5 players during the try-out process (including coach’s pre-tryout rating, where applicable). 
· For full-sided teams, players trying up have to rate in the top 7 players during the try-out process (including coach’s pre-tryout rating, where applicable).

· Non-EB residents cannot try up for a travel team. 
· The VP of Travel must be notified at least 7 days in advance of the tryout if a player will be trying out up.  

· No younger players can be moved up and brought onto a team midseason or between the fall and spring seasons without the specific approval of the VP of Travel.

Coaches Selection

EBSC is committed to providing the best coaching possible for all teams at all levels.  
Coaches will be selected using the following procedure:

· All applicants must submit an application to the VP of Travel by April 15th. The application is available at ebsoccer.com.  Failure to submit the application by the deadline may disqualify the application. An exception to this rule can be made only with the majority approval of the Board of Trustees.  
· No coach is permitted to be the head coach of more than one travel team.
· Existing team coaches will be reviewed on a yearly basis through a combination of measures, including but not limited to a parents’ satisfaction survey, practice/game coaching observations by the VP of Travel and Board members, an interview with the Coach’s Selection Committee when applicable, as well as other observations and feedback, etc. EBSC reserves the right to replace coaches based on the recommendations of the VP of Travel, with the approval of the Board of Trustees. 
· Coaches will be selected based on the following criteria:

· Child Skill Level

· The child of the Premier team coaching candidate must rank in the top 20 for small-sided play and top 25 for full-sided play.  Special circumstances may warrant exceptions to this rule and require the approval of the VP of Travel.
· Coaching History

· The candidate’s history as a coach is taken into account.  This history may be ascertained via direct observation or through other measures.  The coach’s history in the Club will be taken into account.

· Coaching Experience

· Coaching candidates with significant playing/coaching experience may have an advantage over less-experienced candidates.

· Dedicated Time

· Coaches who have given significant volunteer hours to coaching, league administration and other club activities may have an advantage over those who have not volunteered their time

· Coaching License

· A minimum of an “F” license and Rutgers Safety Certificate are required, as is the EBSC background check that must be done by all EBSC coaches and trainers. Higher-level licenses are encouraged and valued.

· Parent Feedback

· Parent feedback regarding active coaches in the Club is a determinant in coaching selection.
· If there is more than one candidate for a specific age group, he/she will be interviewed by a Coaches Selection Committee, which will make a candidate recommendation to the VP of Travel, who can then recommend the coach’s appointment. The Board of Trustees will make the final approvals.
· The Head Coach will recommend up to 2 assistant coaches among the parents of the chosen players to the VP of Travel. The VP Travel will use the above-mentioned guidelines to approve or reject the recommendation.  Assistant Coaches may be subject to Board of Trustees approval.
Elite Teams

· If an age group has a team that qualifies and is accepted for the Elite program, the previous National team shall be considered Premier if they compete at a MNJYSA Flight 3 level or higher at U13 and younger.  At U14 and older, this decision will be made on a case by case basis.  All policies set forth previously regarding Premier and National teams shall then apply to these teams.  
Any changes made to the procedures laid out in this manual must have the approval of the VP of Travel and approval of the Board.
Appendix A
Age Group Definitions
	Age groups for the seasonal year that begins

September 1, 2012 and ends August 31, 2013

	U-19
U-18
U-17
U-16
U-15
	Players born 8/1/93-7/31/94

Players born 8/1/94-7/31/95

Players born 8/1/95-7/31/96

Players born 8/1/96-7/31/97

Players born 8/1/97-7/31/98
	U-14
U-13
U-12
U-11
U-10
U-09


	Players born 8/1/98-7/31/99

Players born 8/1/99-7/31/00

Players born 8/1/00-7/31/01

Players born 8/1/01-7/31/02

Players born 8/1/02-7/31/03

Players born 8/1/03-7/31/04
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